This seminar has two basic purposes: (1) To introduce graduate (and law) students to the state of the art in legal and social-scientific studies of the Supreme Court; and (2) to cover a series of particular topics, with emphasis on the major controversies in the field. Students will come away from this class with an appreciation of how justices on the Court operate in an interdependent environment in which their actions turn on their preferences, the preferences of their colleagues, institutions, and political context.
Weekly Memo. Each student will be responsible for a one-page memo to be turned in to me (via email) by noon the Tuesday before each class. Each memo will begin with a key question that you would use if you were to run that day's discussion; it should also include observations about why the/a question addressed in the readings is important, what points you would hope to elicit during the discussion, and how the question is connected with that week's (and possibly previous weeks') readings. At the end of each class session, be prepared to state orally what you would do if you were to develop a research project on the topic of that week's readings and discussion.
Attendance. Since the success of any seminar depends on the participation of its members, your attendance and involvement in the class is required.
Research Paper. You will write a research paper on a judicial politics topic of your choice. It is important for graduate students to be able to conduct original research. As such, I expect you to write a paper that could be presented at a professional conference. This should be some type of paper that targets an interesting topic in the field and answers it in a way heretofore ignored or overlooked. I expect you to gather some data for this paper. My goal is for you to craft a paper along the lines suggested by Gary King in his article "Publication, Publication" that you will read on September 7. A paper proposal, describing your research question, the basic hypotheses, and the data you intend to use, is due on October 14. The final paper is due the last day of class (December 9). Please do not ask for an extension. I will only grant one under extreme circumstances. Academic Integrity. All students are held to the university's academic integrity standards. For more on those, please see: http://students.wisc.edu/saja/integrity.html.
Students Requiring Need-Based Accommodations. Students who are requesting any accommodations on the basis of disability should schedule an office appointment with me within the first three weeks of the semester. Please schedule this office appointment by email. To maintain the confidentiality of your request, please do not approach me before or after class to discuss your accommodation needs. The McBurney Disability Resource Center provides resources for students with disabilities (http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/). You will need to provide documentation of disability to them in order to receive official university services and accommodations. • Jeffrey A. Segal. 1984 . "Predicting Supreme Court Decisions Probabilistically: The Search and Seizure Cases." American Political Science Review 78 (December): 891-900.
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